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Letter from Your Chairs 
 
Greetings Delegates! 
 
 Welcome to Fair Lawn United Nations Conference. My name is 
Abigail Gulchin and I am very excited to be one of the chairs for NATO. I 
am a junior at Fair Lawn High School and joined Model UN during my 
sophomore year. Although I only have a year of experience, I feel greatly 
rewarded with the experience I have had thus far. Model UN has helped me 
expand my knowledge of politics and the real world, as well as improving 
my public speaking skills. I cannot wait to watch you all grow and learn 
from this conference, expanding your knowledge and becoming better 
debaters. I look forward to a productive and exciting debate! 
 
 Hello delegates and welcome to FAIRMUNC! My name is Bhaumik 
Shah and I am honored to be a chair for NATO. I am currently a junior and 
this will be my second year in Model UN. As your chair, I will try my best 
to make sure that you all have a productive, and most importantly, a fun time 
at the conference. Model UN is a great platform to learn about the world we 
live in and how to deal with its tough situations, and I hope that as much as 
you learn from this conference, we, too, can learn from each of you, as this 
will be our first chairing experience. 
 
 This delegate guide will serve as an introduction to the topics, 
meaning that research beyond this guide is strongly advised to be fully 
prepared for the debate. Be sure to use the website links after each topic and 
print every useful piece of research you find as it will be REALLY 
HELPFUL to you on the floor. 
 

Have fun! 
 

Abigail and Bhaumik 
 

 
 
 
 



	

	

TOPIC 1: MIGRANT CRISIS 
 
 
 

Introduction 

 The Middle East has been 
ravaged with war and terrorist 
groups for many years. Over the 
years, citizens of these nations 
have fled illegally to western 
European nations. However, in 
2015, a sudden influx of refugees 
began migrating to Europe. 
According to the UNHRC, in 
2015, 1,015,078 million people 
traveled by sea to Europe and that 
does not even take into account 
those who arrived by land. The 
arrivals have not slowed down, 
and as of August of 2016 already 
265,560 refugees have made the 
journey. This is in contrast to the 
280,000 refugees who fled to 
Europe throughout 2014. Most of 
these refugees are from Syria due 
to the current conflict there, but the 
constant violence in countries like 
Afghanistan and Iraq have also 
forced their citizens to migrate in 
hopes of a better life.  
 The influx of migrants 
creates a huge strain on the 
relationships between NATO 
nations and the economic 
prosperity within each country. 
Since the start of the crisis, Greece 

has withdrawn an ambassador 
from Vienna and countries 
struggle to cooperate in dealing 
with the problem, particularly 
Greece and Turkey. Many 
countries fear the incoming 
migrants will be a dead weight on 
the nation’s economy and racial 
tensions fuel hatred and 
discrimination. The migrant crisis 
affects all NATO nations and it is 
essential to find a solution. 

 
 
NATO Countries Affected 

 Looking at the image below, 
you can see the full extent of the 
migrant crisis and how many 
refugees are moving to Europe. 
Out of the countries depicted 
above, only Switzerland, Finland 
and Sweden are countries that are 
not members of NATO. Germany 
has had the most asylum claims as 
represented in the image with over 
500,000 with countries like 
Hungary, Italy, France and Austria 
close behind. This is because most 
migrants choose to pass through 
other nations and head straight 
towards Germany. 



	

	

 



	

	

 
Greece and Turkey receive the 
initial bulk of incoming migrants. 
From these countries, migrants 
begin to move further inland. 
Previously, Italy received many of 
the refugees from the 
Mediterranean Sea, however, with 
increased security on the sea, 
migrants have chosen to head 
towards Greece. In 2015, 856,723 
migrants arrived in Greece by sea 
and the nation has struggled to 
control the inpouring.  

Turkey houses 2.5 million 
refugees in camps as they await to 
be granted asylum in other nations. 
Most migrants that arrive in 
Turkey are on route to Germany 
and are forced to travel through 
several nations to get there as seen 
in the picture above.  
 Although not in the direct 
line of action, the United States 
and Canada have also been 
affected by the migrant crisis. As 
members of NATO, the two 
countries have a duty to help their 
allied nations. The United States 
has pledged to take in 10,000 
refugees this year and Canada has 
promised to accept 25,000 
refugees by March. They have also 
contributed millions in financial 
aid and military support. 

Organization Currently in Place 

 In February of 2016, NATO 
formally agreed to help with the 
migrant crisis as per request of 

Turkey, Greece and Germany. 
Since then, NATO has deployed 
maritime forces in the Aegean Sea 
to help in communication of the 
situation with EU organizations 
and monitoring of illegal 
migration. NATO’s maritime 
forces are currently there to 
reinforce and cooperate with their 
Allies and the EU’s forces.  

NATO has previously stated 
that it respects the sovereignty of 
all nations and is not there to turn 
ships away, the maritime forces 
are only meant as support. In 
addition to the maritime forces, 
surveillance and intelligence along 
the Turkish-Syrian border has been 
increased to help monitor the 
situation on the land front.  
 NATO has also dealt with 
the foundation of the migrant crisis 
for many years. As outlined by 
NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg, the alliance has 
worked in critical areas of the 
Middle East to stabilize the region. 
The organization has helped in 
Afghanistan to prevent terrorist 
groups from gaining control, as 
well as in Iraq with the training of 
military officers. Furthermore, all 
28 Allies in NATO are a part of 
the Global Coalition against ISIS. 
NATO is working to make the 
Middle East a safer home for 
refugees. 

 



	

	

Bloc Positions 

High Risk Areas: Nations like 
Greece and Germany are highly 
critical areas being mostly affected 
by this crisis. These nations 
receive many migrants and 
demand that action be taken in 
order to relieve their problems. 
Individually these nations have 
worked on creating camps for 
refugees but internal conflicts have 
made it difficult to accept the huge 
number of refugees flooding in. 
 
Turkey: Turkey is also a highly 
critical area but this nation aims to 
only temporarily house migrants 
until they can be moved into other 
European countries. Currently, 
only migrants who are not eligible 
for asylum can be sent back to 
Turkey, however, Turkey still has 
a huge number of migrants within 
its borders. Turkey has worked on 
securing its borders with Syria but 
requests more help in dealing with 
the situation.  
 
Lower Risk Areas: Nations like the 
United States, Poland and the UK 
are at a lower risk to be affected by 
the crisis. These nations have 
helped with the crisis by accepting 
some refugees and providing 
financial aid but not as much as 
higher risk areas. These countries 
may not consider the migrant crisis 
as a top priority due to self-
interest.  

Keep in Mind 

NATO must respect the 
organization currently in place by 
the EU and the national 
sovereignty of every individual 
nation. NATO must focus on 
coming with long-term solutions 
as well as solving the immediate 
problems. 

Questions to Consider 

1. How does the migrant crisis 
affect your nation? 

2. How has your country 
responded to this crisis? 

3. Has your country worked 
with other nations to help in 
this crisis? 

4. How can NATO further 
support the EU and 
individual nations in solving 
this crisis? 

5. How can NATO work to 
prevent a future migrant 
crisis? 

 

References  

1. http://www.bbc.com/news/w
orld-europe-34131911 

2. http://www.nato.int/cps/en/n
atohq/topics_128746.htm 

3. http://www.nato.int/cps/en/n
atohq/opinions_128645.htm 

4. http://data.unhcr.org/mediter
ranean/regional.php 

5. http://www.bbc.com/news/w
orld-europe-34278886 
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TOPIC 2: RUSSIAN RELATIONS 

 

Introduction: 

Post-Cold War, in 1991, 
Russia officially joined the North 
Atlantic Cooperation Council, a 
forum created to bring together 
NATO and non-NATO nations. In 
1994, they joined the Partnership 
for Peace Program. In 1997, the 
Founding Act on Mutual 
Relations, Cooperation and 
Security was signed between 
NATO and the Russian Federation 
which set up basic principles on 
their alliance. Building on top of 
the 1997 act, relations were 
solidified in 2002 at the Summit in 
Rome where the NATO-Russia 
Council was established. This 
council would allow for joint 
decision and joint action on 
common interests between the 
NATO member states and Russia 
as they work as equal partners. 
However, relations became 
strained as the Russian-Georgian 
War broke out in 2008, where 
NRC meetings were official 
suspended. Despite the strained 
relations, help was needed in terms 
of fighting against the Taliban in 
Afghanistan as it had served as a 
common interest to both NATO 
and Russia. Talks began once 
more between the two groups, 
Afghanistan being the topic of 

these discussion. Despite 
homeland rebellions on Russia 
working with NATO, Russia 
helped the organization by 
transporting military cargoes in the 
effort against the security risks 
brought by Afghanistan and the 
Taliban. 

Annexation of Crimea 

 Tensions soon arose once 
more, as problems unfolded 
throughout Eastern Europe. In 
2013, Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych had turned down a 
trade deal with the European 
Union in hopes of creating closer 
ties to Russia. Discontent among 
the citizens created an uproar of 
protest, and soon violence. In mid-
2014, Pro-Russia and pro-EU 
supporters soon allowed for civil 
unrest in cities all around the 
country. For personal safety, 
President Yanukovych fled from 
the chaos, leaving the government 
in the hands of pro-EU supporters. 
 With the government still at 
its low, Russian forces entered into 
the Crimean Peninsula, which was 
land that belonged to Ukraine. 
Though a Russia-Ukraine treaty 
allowed for a Russian naval base 
in Sevastopol, Russia violated the 
agreement by infiltrating other 



	

	

parts of Crimea, which sparked 
concern of violating Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and border integrity. 
 However, a referendum in 
Crimea was held to vote on 
whether the citizens of Crimea 
wanted to be part of Russia. Only 
Crimeans were allowed to vote and 
most Crimeans were of Russian 
descent. An overwhelming 
majority voted to be part of Russia, 
but this vote, considered by 
Ukraine and NATO, was illegal 
and illegitimate. Therefore, the 
vote is not recognized by all, and 
is subject of much debate. 
 NATO has increased its 
diplomatic relations with Ukraine, 
believing the nation is key into 
stopping Russia’s annexation. 

NATO-Russia Tensions 

 Not long after, NATO urged 
Russia to pull out its forces from 
Crimea, and then in April 2014, 
NATO "decided to suspend all 
practical civilian and military 

cooperation between NATO and 
Russia. Our political dialogue in 
the NATO-Russia Council can 
continue, as necessary, at the 
Ambassadorial level and above, to 
allow us to exchange views, first 
and foremost on this crisis." Many 
NATO nations have also placed 
bans and other restrictions upon 
Russian officials in response to the 
annexation. 
 During a NATO summit in 
Wales in 2014, military encounters 
between Russia and other NATO 
had reached Cold War levels, 
increasing tensions in all nations in 
Eastern Europe. Other incidents 
led to NATO’s concern over 
Russia’s nuclear weapons and the 
nation’s strategy to use the 
weapons in any conflict. In 2015, 
NATO increased their presence in 
the Baltic region to prevent Russia 
from attacking other nations and 
civilians with their nuclear 
weapons. 



	

	

 

As of July 2016, the nations 
of NATO have discussed military 
presence in Eastern Europe at the 
Warsaw Summit. They concluded 
that the troops would amount from 
3,000 to 4,000 on a rotating basis 
to stop Russian aggression. 

The nations at the summit 
also agreed to aid Ukraine in its 
efforts to rebuild its government. 
Trust funds would be set up to help 
Ukraine in areas such as cyber-
defense and other logistics. 

After the Warsaw meeting, a 
Russia-NATO council was held in 
July, two years after the last one, 
where transparency was the focal 
point of the discussion. NATO 
discussed what was said during the 

Warsaw summit and Russia 
explained their own procedure and 
steps for current situations; one 
point they agreed on was air safety 
in the Baltic region. 

Bloc Positions 

 NATO Nations in Eastern 
Europe, such as Poland, Slovakia, 
and Romania, naturally have a 
greater sense of urgency towards 
the Russian crisis, as they are 
bordering the very nation. The 
Slovakian ambassador, explains 
that they, along with all other 
border nations to Russia, are the 
ones that will lose the most if the 
Russian policy fails. Tinatin 



	

	

Khidasheli, the Defense Minister 
of Georgia, another country in 
Eastern Europe,  feels that Western 
nations haven’t taken enough 
initiative towards the annexation 
of Ukraine. Georgia had also been 
invaded by Russia and Khidasheli 
claims that the West has not 
learned anything since the invasion 
on his country.  

The main goal of the border 
nations of Eastern Europe is to 
maintain civil peace, to create 
peaceful partnership with Russia, 
and to assert to the Russian 
Federation that they cannot simply 
grab another country’s land. 

 
 

Keep in Mind 

 There is still time to prevent 
warfare between the NATO 
nations and Russia. NATO strives 
to ensure peace within the Euro-
Atlantic region and it is their job to 
to address all problems 
diplomatically. NATO 
acknowledges and supports 
Ukraine’s independence and 
sovereignty, and so it must work 
together to stop Russia from 
continuing its illegal annexation of 
Crimea.  

 

 

 

Questions to Consider 

1. How has your nation been 
affected by this crisis? 

2. What has your nation done 
to act upon Russian 
aggression? 

3. What further actions must 
NATO pursue to prevent the 
crisis from escalating? 

4. How are current relations 
with your country and 
Russia? 

5. Should military forces 
continue to remain in 
Eastern Europe? 
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